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Changes on the Horizon for FWT

  I love fall here in 
ups ta te New York . 
Although spring  is the 
t i m e o f b e a u t i f u l 
awakening, it is often 
just a short interlude 
between winter and 
summer. Fall lingers and 
the cool crisp days are 
bright and the colors in 
the woods are special. I 
hope you have been 
en joy ing Webs te r ’s 
open-space trails this season.

We will be making  several 
changes in  FWT leadership 
following our Annual Meeting  in 
November.  I am pleased to 
announce that the Board has 
elected Shari  Gnolek to a two 
year term as President. You may 
know Shari as the force behind 
the popular “Full Moon Hot 
C h o c o l a t e ” h i k e s . S h e i s 
passionate about Webster’s open-
space and our trails, having  hiked 
them all several times with a GPS 
as leader of the web-based trail-
m a p u p d a t e p r o j e c t .  
Additionally, the Board elected 
J e f f D a r l i n g a s o u r Vi c e 
President.  Of course you know 
Jeff as the enthusiastic chair of 
the Trails Committee. He has 
found succes so r s f o r t h i s 
committee (see p.3). 

Sharon Galbraith and Craig 
Pratt have agreed to serve 
additional two year terms as 
Secretary and Treasurer. Several 
other changes are being  made to 
t h e c h a i r s o f s t a n d i n g 
committees: Denise Bilsback will 

take over 
Dennis Kuhn’s responsibility for 
Membership and John Boettcher 
will  join the Board and take over 
Communications from Rick 
Taddeo. They have large shoes to 
fill as both these gentlemen have 
set high standards.

Dennis has presided over 
our growth in memberships from 
77 in 2006  to the current 187. 
He will continue to organize 
o u t r e a c h e v e n t s s u c h a s 
Communi t y A r t s Day and 
Spaghetti Dinner and serve as 
steward of FMCP. Denise is the 
trail steward for Chiyoda Trail and 
led the recent complete update of 
t he Wegmans Pa s spo r t t o 
Wellness. She is an enthusiastic 
supporter of our trails and is well 
s u i t e d t o m a n a g e f u r t h e r 
membership growth.

This newsletter is the 15th or 
16th that Rick has organized and 
published. His objective has been 
t o t e l l t h e s t o r y o f o u r 
stewardship of Webster’s open-
space lands and of the people 
that are making  them accessible 

a n d 
an important community asset. 
We have to grade him an A+ in 
this. John has been involved in 
FWT activities, particularly 
Habitat Preservation, for many 
years. We look forward to his 
continuing to build on Rick’s fine 
work.

We appreciate Denise and 
John for their willingness to take 
on these assignments.

Another significant change; 
Don Baird, Past President and 
our first and only Web Master is 
t u r n i n g t h e w e b - s i t e 
maintenance over to Don 
S c h a f e r w h o g e n e r o u s l y 
volunteered to take over this duty. 
A huge thank you to Don Baird 
for his leadership in developing 
our vision for open-space access 
ten years ago.

As we proposed in the 
spring, our work parties this 
season have focused on repair 
and improvement of our existing 
trails. Beyond maintenance, I’ll 
mention a few of the more 
noteworthy summer activities. 

WRNP in all it autumn glory

http://www.webstertrails.org
http://www.webstertrails.org
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This spring, a large tree fell 
across the Gosnell Big Woods Trail 
bridge. Larry Yost and Rich Morrill 
cut away the tree and made 
temporary repairs to the bridge. An 
Eagle Scout is planning to complete  
repairs in October. This is the second 
trail bridge in five years to be 
heavily damaged by a falling  tree. 
May just be a hazard of building 
things in the woods.

June 6, we hosted the Webster 
Trail Classic organized by FWT 
member Andy Frank. This event was 
a ten mile trail run starting and 

ending in Webs te r Park and 
showcasing WRNP and GBWP. The 
135 runners had a great time and 
had many positive comments about 
our trail system.

The Habitat Preservat ion 
Committee, under Norma Platt, 
cleared non-native plants and 
planted native plants to restore an 
area on the south edge of the Big 
Woods. This is a followup to a 
nearby successful restoration they 
did two years ago.

Late fall last year we started 
improving  the Chiyoda Trail by using 
millings supplied by the Town. This 
was very successful in solving  the 
“high water” problem for a section of 
trail. This year we devoted two work 
parties to installing  three new 
culverts and spreading  another load 

of millings. We are hopeful that we 
now have a “four seasons” trail all 
the way to Route 250. We’ll see in 
the spring.

In WRNP, we replaced a failed 
culvert on the Red Trail and rerouted 
the North end of the Yellow Trail. A 
major improvement was the 
rep lacement o f the or ig ina l 
boardwalk/bridge on the northwest 
corner of the Red Trail. Organized 
by Volunteer Coordinator Pat 
Davlin, this was accomplished by 
two Eagle Scout projects; Paul 
Padgett, Troop 163 and Greg Grillo, 

Troop 110. They did 
an outstanding job 
coo rd ina t i ng and 
c o m p l e t i n g t h i s 
complex project. Our 
new design will last 
m a n y y e a r s . Th e 
Gumina family has 
d o n a t e d t h e 
significant material 
cost in memory of 
Carl R. (Rick) Gumina, 
a 1975 graduate of 
Schroeder HS, an 

outdoorsman and former Boy Scout. 
We expect to have a formal 
dedication in mid-October.

In other news, Parks and Rec 
has declared the “dog poop box” 
experiment in WRNP to be a 
success and plans to expand this 
service to other heavily used trails.

Special thanks to the Masonic 
Lodge and all our volunteers for a 
very successful spaghetti dinner fund 
raiser. Also, to United Church of 
Christ for dedicating a summer 
concert to FWT.

Again we recognize our trail 
stewards, particularly Ron Happ 
(WRNP) and Larry Yost (GBWP) for 
their countless hours of service. Also, 
thanks to Matt Frank, Dave Mirabella 
and Eric Reed for mowing WRNP 
trails.

As I retire as your President, I 
would like to thank our enthusiastic 
board members and trail stewards. 
They make the job easy; always 
someone will volunteer to pick up a 
task and run with it. FWT is in good 
hands.

See you on the trails.

Troop 163 working on Red Trail boardwalk

Runners Toni Lynn Swinson and Carmen Gumina
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Trail Report: looking to the future
Jeff Darling

You may not have noticed 
the projects that the trails crew 
have undertaken this year.  We 
haven’t added to the volume of 
trails in Webster.  However, we 
h a v e s p e n t t h e s u m m e r 
improving  our trail network by 
identifying  wet areas and finding 
ways to keep the trails dry. 
Maintaining our current trails 
has been our focus.

The Blue Trail at Whiting 
Road Nature Preserve (WRNP) 
received some TLC.  Numerous 
wheelbarrow loads of gravel were 
used to crown the trail tread from 
the parking 
l o t t o t h e 
s o u t h e r n 
intersection 
w i t h t h e 
Orange Trail.  
Cont inuing 
west on the 
Orange Trail, 
the tread of 
Clover Hill 
w a s 
d e b e r m e d 
and a new 
p i p e w a s 
replaced at 
the base of 
t h e s l o p e . I n 
addition, the yellow 
trail has seen a reroute to avoid 
fall lines and avoid perennial wet 
areas.

Chiyoda was crowned 
with millings, as well.  Three 
pipes were installed to move 
water off the trail.  The loose 
stone should settle and form a 
raised, dry surface after some 
traffic and this winter’s snowpack 
melts.

Four Mile Creek Preserve 
(FMCP) also received some 
g rad ing improvemen t s . I n 
addition, we built a simple 
b o a r d w a l k , k n o w n a s a 
puncheon, over an area of 
sensitive vegetation.   The largest 
task we face a t FMCP i s 
vegetation that quickly overtakes 
the trail corridor.   Unlike WRNP, 
we don’t have a regular mowing 
schedule and active volunteers 
to keep the corridor clear…yet.

Opportunities abound for 
volunteers on Webster’s trail 

system.  In particular, periodic 
mowing  is necessary at FMCP 
and WRNP’s Green Trail.  More 
importantly, leadership is needed 
to maintain the miles of trails that 
we have come to expect and 
enjoy.  It is only through the 
countless hours and efforts of our 
amazing  trail stewards and work 
day participants that the trails 
have been built and are now 

sustained. However, these folks 
need support and direction from 
an active board and committee 
chairs.

Two such individuals 
have stepped up to take over trail 
leadership.  Andy Frank and 
Hans Von Gehelen will now 
chair the Trails Committee.  
Many of you will recognize Hans 
as a discerning voice at previous 
workdays and Andy as the 
director of the inaugural Webster 
Trail Classic.  I am certain that 
these two will do a fi n e j o b 

organiz ing 
future trail 
work.  Thank 
y o u 
gentlemen.
W e b s t e r ’ s 
t r a i l s a r e 
more than 
b r i d g e s , 
boardwalks 
a n d w e l l -
built byways.  
It has been 
my pleasure 
to watch as 

Webs te r has 
adopted these 

trails over the past decade.  It 
took a community to envision 
our trails; it took a community to 
build them;  it will require a 
community to keep them.  I have 
no doubt that we will.   We have 
great trails because we have 
great volunteers. 

Jake Cobb and troop 363 working on FMCP boardwalk project
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April-September 

Expenses:

• Boy Scout projects          $2264.43

• Signs                                          $422

• Pens                                           $172.80

• Web service                               $214.80

• General supplies                        $1211.86

Income:

• Dues/donations                           $1170

• PayPal                                          $351.01

• Peep Show                                   $35

• Spaghetti dinner                          $1521.25

• Amazon Smile                             $5                 

Balance:

• Savings                                      $5426.65

• Checking                                   $3102.23

• Petty Cash                                 $87.60
 

Total                                    $8616.48   

Treasury Report         
Craig Pratt

The Habitat Preservation 
Committee has been working  to 
keep our Open Spaces friendly for 
native species by removing  alien 
invasive plants and re-introducing  
native plants.   Our group meets 
weekly for light labor, conversation 
and learning in the out-of-doors.

The Habitat Preservation 
group started work in May with the 
annual pulling  of Garlic Mustard 
along Lake Road on the north side 
of the Gosnell Big  Woods.   Since 
w e ’ v e m o s t l y 
depleted the seed 
load, the amount of 
invasive is quite small 
as is the job – unlike 
when we first started 
five years ago.

O u r b i g 
project was in the 
Gosnell Big  Woods -- 
clearing an area of 
invasive shrubs and 
r e p l a n t i n g  w i t h 
n a t i v e t r e e s . I n 
conjunction with this 
new project in the 
B i g W o o d s , w e 
worked to maintain 
the area that we 

cleared and replanted five years 
ago. 

An ongoing effort has been 
to reintroduce native lupine into the 
Small Meadow of the Gosnell 
Preserve.  This year a group of Girls 
Scouts working on their Bronze 
Award grew the plants from seed 
and planted the seedlings in the 
Meadow.   Additionally, they 
prepared a display from which we 
have made a sign that is on display 
in the Meadow. 

We recently checked out 
the Wood Duck and Screech Owl 
nest boxes installed two years ago 
by an Eagle Scout.   A couple of the 
boxes at Whiting  Road had been 
inhabited: one by an owl (pellets 
and song bird feathers left over from 
meals) and the other by Flying 
Squirrels (masses of moss and finely 
shredded leaves).

This years Volunteers for the 
Habitat Preservation Committee: Lee 
Berlew, John Boettcher, Carolyl 

Brown, Eric Brown, 
Joe Capolla, Bill 
F i s ch e r, S h a r o n 
G a l b ra i t h , J o h n 
Gr i ffi ths , Debby 
Hale, Dave Lentz,  
Tom Nash, Nancy 
Poeth, Tom Poeth 
a n d D r e w 
Yampanis.   Thank 
you all for your 
company and good 
works helping to 
make our Webster 
open space a better 
place for native 
plants and animals! 

Girl scouts & lupines in Small Meadow

Habitat Preservation Report
Norma Platt
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Membership Report
Dennis Kuhn

There are currently 187 memberships in the 
Friends of Webster Trails. Most of them are family 
memberships which can include parents and other 
family members. We began counting actual 
members about five years ago. I suspect that there 
are close to three hundred actual members. That's 
considerably more than the 48 memberships there 
were when I first joined FWT in 2004.

With that kind of support you can be sure 
that trails will continue to be developed with 
boardwalks, bridges, kiosks and signage. It's also a 
great tribute to all the hard work that members 
have volunteered on Saturday workdays with Jeff 
Darling coordinating the projects.

I joined FWT at the invitation of Bob 
Guenther. I attended a meeting at Ridgecrest and 
was impressed with the energy and enthusiasm 
that all the board members brought with them to 
the meetings. After about a year of involvement 
there was a need for a new Membership Chair. I 
offered my services without knowing what 
technology skills were required to record new 
memberships, send welcome letters, remind 
members to renew and a few other tasks that 
developed along the way. It's been great, but it's 
time to pass the torch.

My successor will be Denise Bilsback. She 
has been a board member for several years and 
shares the same level of energy and enthusiasm for 
the FWT that I observed when I attended my first 
meeting. She is highly skilled in all aspects of 

technology and will improve and streamline the 
entire membership process. 

You may h a v e 
met Denise at the Community Arts Day display for 
FWT. I observed her from a distance and was 
greatly impressed by her knowledge of the trails as 
well as her communication skills. If you visit the  
Four Mile  Creek Preserve you will notice a heavily 
mulched berm covered with forsythia. She and 
Rick Taddeo spent the better part of a Saturday 
morning covering the existing mulch with plastic 
and then covering all of that with heavy mulch. I 
was impressed by how great it looks! 

Please welcome Denise Bilsback to the 
FWT Board as the newly appointed Membership 
Chair.

The Friends of Webster Trails newsletter is published    
 each Spring and Fall

Editor: Rick Taddeo

Send any submissions, questions or corrections to:
rtaddeo@rochester.rr.com  or
1498 Chigwell Lane
Webster, NY 14580

FWT Board of Directors

Hal Harris        President   872-0597
Sharon Galbraith Secretary   872-0327
Craig Pratt   Treasurer   347-4202
Jeff Darling  Trails    671-4016 
Norma Platt        Habitat          671-9639
Dennis Kuhn  Membership   872-2452
Rick Taddeo  Communications 216-9914 
Denise Bilsback      Member-at-Large      747-0738
Pat Davlin                “                  454-4319
Shari Gnolek                       “                  670-9877
Carmen Gumina        “         216-0001
Rich Morrill             Past President           872-5346

mailto:rtaddeo@rochester.rr.com
mailto:rtaddeo@rochester.rr.com
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History Behind Four Mile Creek Preserve
Rick Taddeo

(Continued p. 7)

     The history of the 72.3 
acres that is now Four Mile Creek 
Preserve is somewhat lost in the 
foggy past, but after lively 
conversations with land owners 
Holly Cumberland and Dave and 
Ron Eckler, fly-fisherman Scott 
Feltrinelli, steward Dennis Kuhn, 
and info gleaned from the Town 
and a couple of history books, it 
starts to come into focus.
 Long  before this country 
was settled by Europeans, Native 
American hunted, fished and 
gathered throughout its woods, 
fields and streams. After the 
Revolutionary War, the colonists 
began settling Western New 
York. (This land was a part of the 
two and a half-million-acre 
p u rch a s e by a c o u p l e o f 
enterprising  guys, Phelps and 
Gorham.) By 1806 grist and saw 
mills were built along its banks.  
During  the War of 1812 settlers, 
f rom vantage points along 
Webster Park and Nine Mile 
Point, could see the British and 
American fleets battling  in Lake 
Ontario. Then in 1840 what is 
now Webster broke away from 

Penfield (formed in 
1810).
 E s t h e r 
Dunn’s 1971 book, 
Webster Through 
the Years, reports  
m u c h a c t i v i t y 
during  the pioneer 
days. In addition to 
s e v e r a l w a t e r -
p o w e r e d m i l l s  
along  the creek,    
t h e r e w e r e 
orchards. Local fruit 
f a r m e r s l o a d e d 
boats at the creek.  These boats 
were headed for Canada from the 
end of Nine Mile Point just west 
of the what’s now the preserve. 
 By the second half of the 
20th century much of the Four 
Mile Creek area had gone to 
field. Former residences of the 
area have recollections and 
they’re not always the same. 
Holly Cumberland (currently 
living  in Malibu, CA), remembers 
growing  up near the creek.  Her 
family lived on Lake and owned 
several acres both north and 
south of Lake.  She still owns 12 

acres just east of the creek. She 
r e m e m b e r s o c c a s i o n a l l y 
“running away from home” by 
crossing  a concrete bridge that 
had been constructed for 
farmers to transport their fruit to 
markets.   She used to “escape” to 
the fields. While she has no 
recollection of that land being 
used for farming, she knows that 
cars were sometime simply 
abandoned there.  
 Dave Eckler of Weekend 
Printers (they print the FWT 
brochures)  recalls that during  the 
60s, kids would race old cars on 
dirt tracks in  the field, “racing 
‘til  the cars broke down.”  Some 
remnants of those abandoned 
cars remain. During  the 70s boy 
scouts camped out there.  His 
dad, Ron, who owns 18 acres 
southeast of the preserve, 
remembers much further back, 
before the land had gone to field.  
It had been farmed by the Farleys.
 But gradually the field did 
what most fields do when left 
alone.  It turned to woods and 
became the amply wooded area 
we now enjoy hiking. 
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 In January 2005, the 
Town bought 72.3 acres to the 
east and south of the corner of 
Lake and Phillips Rd.  They 
bought them from the Finley 
brothers for $10,000 plus an acre 
with money from the 5.9 million 
the residents voted to bond for 
open space.  The Finleys, who 
had worked at Hegedorns, were 

encouraged by Bruce Hegedorn 
t o p u r ch a s e t h e l a n d a s 
investment.  When 3/4s of it was 
eventually zoned for three acre 
lots, it apparently lost its appeal 
to builders.  Thus the Finleys sold 
to the Town.
 Before long FWT began 
planning  and creating  these 
trails, and with help from scout 
projects,  putting  in bridges and 
boardwalks. 
 FMCP is the only branch 
of our trail system that has a 
major creek running through it. 
This creek and its tributary, Salt 
Creek, have long  been enjoyed 

by fisherman. Enter, Scot t 
Feltrinelli, zealous fisherman, 
environmentalist and certified 
fishing  guide.  Scott actually 
moved into a new development 
across the street on Phillips so he 
could be near this fishery. Scott 
and I had a long, detailed 
discussion in the FMCP parking 
lot early one windy, overcast 

morning.  He explained the 
significance of this creek and 
argued passionately for the 
continuing  preservation of its 
fish.
 He told me that during 
the 1980s the DEC and Army 
Corp of Engineers blew up a 
grist mill  north of Lake so 
salmon could swim up Four Mile 
Creek.  (Yearly the DEC stocks 
the lake with salmon from the 
the Salmon River Hatchery.)  Now 
it is filled with Atlantic salmon 
and brown and steelhead trout. 
Scott estimates that hundreds 
fish the creek on a regular basis 

and that the majority practice 
catch and release (a practice 
encouraged  as seen on a 
parking-lot sign).  For those that 
don’t, there’s a size requirement 
and bag limit for each species.
 So our little area of 
Western New York has followed 
a f a m i l i a r p a t t e r n : f r o m 
wilderness to rural to urban to 
suburban.  Webster, nearly 
completely developed now, has 
shown the foresight to preserve 
a good amount of its wooded 
land.   Preservation is not merely 
a buzz word. It’s a principle 
based on a belief that nature is of 
value to the human spirit, and 
must be protected for future 
generation.  FWT continues to 
work toward that goal.
 In addition to several 
bridges and boardwalks that 
facilitate our enjoyment FMCP 
we’re now adding informative 
signs to enhance appreciation of 
the rich variety of trees along the 
trails.

Both Four Mile and Salt Creek run though FMCP

       As the old saying  goes, “All things must change.”  We see 
that now at FWT, as a significant changing  of the guards is 
occurring, But some principles do not change.  One is 
maintenance.  As anyone who owns a car or home knows, the 
only way t0 enjoy something for a long time is to maintain it 
on a regular basis.  As Jeff has already mentioned in this issue, 

maintenance will be crucial for the long-term enjoyment of 
our trails. For that volunteers are essential.  It’s as simple as 
that.
      It’s been a pleasure bringing you this newsletter for the 
past several years.  
Rick   



Hiking Haiku
the crisp autumn air

quickens the footstep and makes
the heart beat faster
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Friends of Webster Trails advocates for 
the preservation of the natural character of 
Webster’s open space lands.  We promote though 
sensible management, education and low-impact 
access.  We advise the Parks and Recreation 
Department and assist by planning, maintaining 
and promoting recreational trails in the Town of 
Webster.

Remember to check  
webstertrails.org for current info on 
trail work days and special events.

Friends of Webster Trails
Webster Community Center
1350 Chiyoda Drive
Webster, NY 14580
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