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1350 Chiyoda Drive, Webster, NY 14580
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April 6, 2016

Hon. John Cahill, Mayor, Village of Webster
Ronald Nesbitt, Supervisor, Town of Webster
Cheryl Dinolfo, Executive, County of Monroe

Dear Mr. Cahill, Mr. Nesbitt, and Ms. Dinolfo,

On behalf of the Friends of Webster Trails (FWT), | am writing to convey our
organization’s strong support for an arrangement by which ownership of the
Webster Well Fields is transferred to either the Town of Webster or the County of
Monroe and to maintain it as green space open to use by residents and free of
development.

We are a 501(c)(3) all volunteer corporation with over 180 paid family
memberships. We operate under the oversight of the Town of Webster’s Parks and
Recreation Department. FWT advocates for the preservation of the natural
character of Webster’s open spaces through sensible management, education, and
low-impact access. Over the past seven years we have built and now maintain over
14 miles of multi-use trails in the Town’s open space lands.

As an advocate, FWT has been instrumental in the development of shared use trails
throughout the Village and Town. The current community trail inventory is in excess
of 40 miles. Trails contribute to community health by providing people of all ages
with an attractive, safe, accessible and no-cost place for exercise. The Webster
community trail system is, however, notably absent in the southwest portion of the
town. Ensuring the Well Fields as a natural area open to the public would provide a
much needed open space area. As you are aware, this property is unique as the last
public property in the Town with direct bay access.

We understand that there are community members working to obtain grant money
to enable this important community project. FWT is hopeful that this will be
successful, and further, is willing to provide volunteer expertise and labor during
the design, construction, and on-going maintenance of trails in the area. We are
excited to strengthen our partnership as we work together to make Webster an
even more attractive and dynamic place for businesses, residents, and trail
enthusiasts.

Sincerely,

Shari Gnolek
President, Friends of Webster Trails

cc:
Mark Yeager, Commissioner, Parks and Recreation, Town of Webster
Alecia Mazzo, Webster Town Board
Lawrence Staub, Director, Monroe County Parks

FWT is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization



